Media Release

1 OCTOBER 2024
GRAINCORP FINED $15,000 FOR FUMIGATION ERROR

The NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has fined GrainCorp Operations Limited $15,000
after allegedly a system error led to a phosphine gas emission at their Port Kembla Grain Terminal in
March this year.

Phosphine is a toxic gas used to control pests during grain fumigation processes. It is odourless,
colourless and highly flammable.

The error occurred after an operator connected the wrong gas sample line to the grain fumigation
monitoring equipment.

As a result, both the monitoring and control system failed, allowing the emission of the gas at levels
above the licence limit.

NSW EPA Acting Executive Director Operations, Adam Gilligan said it was disappointing GrainCorp
failed to operate control systems to properly manage this potentially harmful gas.

“Phosphine gas is dangerous and must be managed carefully. It is critical that systems are in place to
properly control emissions and protect the community and the environment,” said Mr Gilligan.

“We expect all control systems to be operating efficiently and safely. If licensees fail to do so, we will
take appropriate action.”

Following the incident, GrainCorp conducted an investigation including air modelling. Their modelling
indicated there were no actual environmental or public health risks.

GrainCorp notified the EPA immediately upon becoming aware of the incident and are implementing
a range of corrective actions and additional engineering controls to prevent future similar incidents.

We encourage the community to report incidents to the NSW EPA Environment Line on 131 555 or by
email info@epa.nsw.gov.au.
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